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Tootoot  

We are pleased to announce that we have partnered with 
Tootoot!  

Tootoot is a safe and secure web-based safeguarding tool, 
which allows pupils to report incidents of bullying, problems 
they could be having in class or any issues that may be 
concerning them in an anonymous, confidential and 
discrete manner. These individual cases are monitored, 
managed and resolved by staff/mentors within the school. 

Pupils can access Tootoot on any web-enable device 
(computers; laptops; tablets or mobiles), download in 
Googleplay or App Store. For more information please 
contact the school or visit www.tootoot.co.uk 

Message from the principal 

May I take this opportunity to thank all parents and students for adhering to the school’s 
COVID rules.  Together we are slowly moving in the right direction. I hope that you find 
the information in this newsletter helpful.  

Mental Health Awareness Week 10-16 May. The school has launched a new 
safeguarding tool called Tootoot for students which will enable them to have access to 
online advice and guidance 24/7. The service is safe and confidential. 

Independent and remote learning- Students will be provided with bespoke timetables 
to allow them to revise from home. Parents and Carers will be notified of any changes by 
the school. 

Safeguarding Team and mental health wellbeing - SVS Safeguarding Team consists 
of a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Catherine Sylvester supported by Deputy 
Safeguarding leads, Jen Hall and Sangeeta Mehra. 

Catherine is a qualified social worker and has spent a significant number of years 
working with young people. Since the start of February, the team have been actively 
involved with safeguarding, attending meetings with professionals, attending home visits 
and completing the necessary documentation.  

The safeguarding team is actively promoting volunteering opportunities within the school 
and training in mentoring. In addition to this, there is an agreement in place with 
Universities to provide work placements for student social workers.  

School child protection policy and a list of specialist agencies are on the school website. 

 

 

http://www.tootoot.co.uk/contact


 

 
‘Progress is our Success’ 

 

Website: www.sandwellvalleyschool.com   Tel: 0121 5697522     Email: contact@sandwellvalleyschool.co.uk 

Sandwell Valley School 
Newsletter Spring Term 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment class: Boxing! 

As an enrichment activity, we now teach pupils 
basic boxing and skills, allowing them opportunities to spar 
with one another in a safe and disciplined environment. The 
aims are to enhance health and fitness, develop self-control 
and to improve mental health. 

Congratulations to Poetry Competition Winners 

SVS is happy to award three students who won 
our poetry competition and were awarded JD vouchers.  

We are also pleased to hear that six of our pupils were 
chosen to have their poems published in a book called 
Imagine! Beyond Words through the Young 
Writers competition.  

 
 
 
 

Spring Term Awardees 

SVS is delighted to award 18 pupils with 100% attendance!  

As the summer term progresses, please ensure that your 
children are in everyday and on time for learning. Regular 
school attendance is an important part of giving children the 
best possible start in life. The aim should be to attend 100% 
of the time. Pupils who miss school frequently can fall 
behind with their work and do less well in exams. 
Good attendance also shows potential employers that a 
young person is reliable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zazu in school 

Introducing Zazu to the school has been shown to have 
beneficial effects on both pupils and staff. Benefits reported 
included calming effect on pupils, being a great distraction, 
boosting staff morale and improving team working. Zazu is 
certified therapy dog and looked after by Safeguarding 
Team. 
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Pupil Voice Survey March 2021 

Further to our ongoing conversations with our pupils about 
their experience in school, we conducted a focus group 
discussion with our pupils to enable us to capture their 
genuine views. This will help us understand what we’re 
doing well and how we can make our school better. This 
initiative will be repeated on a regular basis and the findings 
will inform our school improvement plan. 
It is delightful to hear that many of our pupils were excited 
for the first day returning to school! Citing that they missed 
people, structure and mostly social interaction with friends. 
Pupils also mentioned the school was supportive on their 
return to school. They felt that not giving them tests 
immediately was helpful and some teachers have 
discussed mental health and wellbeing in form time. Going 
forward, the pupils would like trips & practical Science. 
 

GCSE 2021 

As you are aware, the Government announced that GCSE 
will not go ahead this year and that teacher assessed 
grades will be awarded instead. Our teachers are working 
hard with Year 11 and Year 12 to ensure students are 
learning the things that will equip them for further 
progression in these subjects and can be assessed 
accordingly in the remaining time that we have.  Whilst 
these lessons may include some new course content, it is 
likely that most of the time will be spent revising. By doing 
this it will allow us to ensure that students are given the 
very best opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of 
all topics that have been taught.  
 
The GCSE/FS is what we have all be working towards over 
the last 5 years. Our Y11 and Y12s have worked incredibly 
hard and we have absolute faith that they will gain the 
outstanding outcomes they deserve. 
 
Assessment period 
Mini-test and mock-exams will be conducted between 19th 
and 28th May. Some students will receive additional time 
and have their tests during the first week of June. The 
remaining curriculum will be taught throughout the term, 
until the end of June for year 11 and 12 students.  
 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Key dates: 

19-28 May and 1-10 June 
– mock exam and 
coursework assessments 

 

26 May to 18 June -
submission of pupil 
results to exam boards  

 

12 August - GCSE results 
day 

 

12 August - 3 September 
priority appeals window 

Lockdown experience: 

- Some preferred being 
at home. 

- Comments about it 
being tedious and 
struggling to focus and 
concentrate on 
schoolwork whilst at 
home. 

- School helps with time 
management because 
of the routine. 

- Some felt it wasn’t so 
motivating at home 
because they didn’t 
have the teachers. 
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