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Guidance for staff re: Thematic Review into sexual 
abuse across schools. 04/2021 

 

The Secretary of State announced that he has asked Ofsted to undertake a thematic review 
into sexual abuse across state and independent schools and colleges. Amongst other 
things the review will look at whether schools and colleges have appropriate 
processes in place to allow pupils to report concerns freely, knowing these will be 
taken seriously and dealt with swiftly and appropriately.  

 

1 SVS Policy 

Our child protection and safeguarding policy is very clear on the policies and processes that 
should already be in place to safeguard children. These resources should help staff handle 
and respond appropriately to any reports of abuse in SVS, particularly the following: 

 Section 13  

 Appendix A  

 Appendix I  

 Part 5 of Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) provides detailed guidance 
about child-on-child sexual violence and sexual harassment, including responding to 
reports of abuse and protecting victims. Part 5 also signposts to the wider specialist 
support that is available. 

 DfE’s sexual-violence and sexual harassment between children in schools and 
colleges advice provides support to understand what child-on-child sexual violence 
and sexual harassment looks like, how to prevent it, how to respond to reports of it, 
and how to support victims. 

 DfE’s Working together to safeguard children is very clear on how schools and 
colleges should work with their local multi-agency children’s partnerships as a 
relevant agency and how any concerns about a child should be referred. Do look to 
contact your local multi-agency children’s partnership for further advice and support. 

 The curriculum for Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) became 
mandatory from September 2020. Recently published schools coronavirus (COVID-
19) operational guidance clarified that schools may choose to focus this year’s 
RSHE teaching on the immediate needs of their pupils, such as being safe, and 
staying healthy, introducing a more comprehensive RSHE programme in September 
2021. 

2 SVS Initiative 

SVS has recently commissioned a Safeguarding app “Tootoot” for our students to report 
anything from bullying to a mental health concern. This is a safe, secure and diverse web-
based safeguarding tool, which allows pupils of all age ranges - from Primary right through 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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to University - to report incidents of bullying, problems they could be having in class or any 
issues that may be concerning them in an anonymous, confidential and discrete manner. 
These individual cases are monitored, managed and resolved by staff/mentors within the 
school.  

 

 Tootoot reduces the friction and stigma attached to the reporting of such incidents, 
and ultimately provides us with the tools required to track, monitor and resolve cases 
efficiently and significantly reduce bullying. 

 Tootoot not only encourages pupils to report incidents of bullying, it also encourages 
them to work together and strengthen communication links between them and their 
teachers by removing barriers.  

 Each pupil will be given a username and password, which allows them to log in and 
use tootoot. They are then able to quickly report incidents and concerns directly to 
their school. Each school has their own sub-domain where only teachers and pupils 
from our school will be able to communicate with one another. All pupils are 
anonymous at the point of reporting but identities can be uncovered by the school’s 
designated tootoot administrator ONLY if it appears the pupil’s emotional or physical 
well-being is at serious risk. 

3 Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 GDPR Policy 

 Child protection and Safeguarding Policy 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-review-of-sexual-abuse 


